Metaplasia of the lung respiratory epithelium and antibody dynamics in mice repeatedly infected with various subtypes of influenza virus A.
Mice were repeatedly infected with consecutive doses of mouse-adapted strains of influenza virus A HON1, H1N1, H2N2, and H3N2. Homo- and heterologous antibody levels as well as the incidence of metaplasia were followed. Statistically significant correlation was found between the metaplasia incidence and higher level of antibodies homologous to virus used for a given challenge dose.